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June 30th 2016
RAPAR’S POSITION STATEMENT ON THE CURRENT POLITICAL SITUATION IN THE UK

The current political crisis has been fermenting for some years.  At our AGM in 2013 we reported:  There is a most vicious welfare assault being waged upon the poorest sections of our society.  This is combined with a ruthlessly cynical attempt to use migrants as a divisive political football that deflects attention towards the RACISM GOAL and away from the BANKERS’ END.  Now, the racist ideas being articulated by all of the major political parties begin to feed the far right. 

Further, the State’s thin end of the wedge that has been testing out foul social policy on people seeking asylum (eviction into destitution, no cash payments, no right to work, indefinite detention) for a number of years is now being driven in to the wider population - through the poorest first.

At our AGM in 2014 we reported: None of these issues have receded during the last year.  On the contrary, on all fronts, the attacks have deepened.  However there is, we believe, a detectable - but uneven - rise in the level of resistance to some of them.  This resistance is exemplified through the latest developments in, for example, the Campaign to end the Detention System and the bridging work that is being achieved between some people seeking asylum and the wider population.

At last year’s AGM we reported: RAPAR has been working directly and closely with the city’s poorest: our homeless campaigners of Manchester itself - displaced people whose human rights are being attacked and who are our cities own, home grown refugees.

One year on, and the visibility of homeless people on our streets is completely inescapable, as is the spike in racially motivated attacks that is being reported through the length and breadth of the UK.  

Time has run out. 

RAPAR has always advanced the position that displaced people themselves are an intrinsic part of creating real and sustainable solutions to the toxic mix of austerity and racist scapegoating - dressed up in ‘migration control’ language - on offer from the party political classes.  As a charity, we are not party political and we are acutely alive to the question of racism.  On this basis, any political leader who refuses to exploit any form of racist rhetoric whatsoever is recognised by RAPAR as extremely important at this moment in time.

RAPAR is resilient.  Nothing about what is happening is a surprise to us and we want to work alongside everyone – organisationally and individually – who is committed to achieving equal human rights because….it is in all of our interests to do so.

Please get in touch at admin@rapar.org.uk.  Our next AGM is on Tuesday 19th July at 6pm at Friends Meeting House, M2 5NS.  ALL ARE WELCOME.
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