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VIGIL FOR JOURNALIST AND HUMAN RIGHTS CAMPAIGNER ON HUNGER STRIKE AGAINST UKBA HANDLING OF HIS CASE

Vigil to be held Monday, August 15th, 5pm, outside Asylum and Immigration Tribunal offices, Mosley Street, Manchester

Journalist and human rights activist James Fallah-Williams, who has been trapped in an “immigration limbo” for four years, is now into the 15th day of a hunger strike. He is protesting about the  mishandling of his asylum and immigration case by the UK Border Agency.

Today (Monday, August 15th at 5pm) his supporters will be holding a vigil outside the Asylum and Immigration Tribunal Office, Mosley Street, Manchester, at 5pm.  A statement from James will be relayed during the vigil.

Campaigners, including community activists, members of the National Union of Journalists and the Manchester based human rights organisation RAPAR ,will hand out leaflets about James' case urging people to write immediately to the Home Secretary Theresa May and the Immigration Minister Damian Green. 

James left his country, Sierra Leone, at the height of the civil war and he was brought to the UK by British missionaries. He has lived in this country for 13 years and has studied, worked and paid income tax and national insurance here.

The Immigration Minister has been ignoring a request for an urgent meeting about James' case for over a month. Leigh MP and Shadow Education Secretary Andy Burnham has asked to see him to discuss the case but, so far, he has failed to respond. 

For two months, the UKBA also failed to acknowledge further submissions from James' solicitor. Last week, however, the UKBA finally agreed to accept the submissions - but James is still waiting to hear whether they have assigned a caseworker to review his case.

James, a member of the National Union of Journalists and a leading member of RAPAR, the Manchester based human rights organisation, wants a review of his case in accordance with the UKBA's own procedures and with immigration law. He hopes his hunger strike will draw attention to “the abuse of power” by the UKBA which he believes has made mistakes in his case and advised him wrongly. “I am doing this in order to expose a system that is very corrupt and very irresponsible,” he says.

A spokesperson for Manchester NUJ Branch Committee said: “The UKBA has even misled James' MP about aspects of his immigration history. 

“They have refused to answer Andy Burnham's queries and now Damian Green is ignoring requests for a meeting. The UKBA's treatment of James has been despicable and he has reached a point where he believes this drastic option is the only one left open to him.”

The NUJ national office has issued a statement in support of James and NUJ General Secretary Michelle Stanistreet has written to Home Secretary Theresa May and Damian Green calling for an urgent review of the case.

More than 800 people have now signed petitions for James saying he should be given leave to remain in this country.

BACKGROUND INFORMATION:

· James left Sierra Leone 16 years ago, at the height of the civil war, with the help of British missionaries. He lived in Gambia before coming to the UK in 1998. 

· James studied and worked in this country, and began writing about the political situation in Sierra Leone. In 2008, he applied for asylum after receiving threats about his articles published in newspapers in Sierra Leone. He was housed in Leigh where, working on a voluntary basis, he set up a community project to support local people and refugees into employment.

· James  was employed by Manchester Refugee Support Network in April 2010 and  he worked with a family on a successful landmark case which went to the Asylum Support Tribunal Court in London. Shortly after this, in October last year, his work permit was revoked and  19 days later he was told his asylum claim had been refused. He had to leave his accommodation in Leigh and, since then, has stayed with friends in north Manchester.

· Following representations from Andy Burnham, the UKBA suggested James apply for Indefinite Leave to Remain. He did so in March this year but the application was refused the following month.

